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NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 2.

Proclamation 7276—National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month, 2000
February 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Colorectal cancer is the second leading

cause of cancer-related deaths in the United
States. Estimates show that physicians will
diagnose approximately 130,000 new cases of
colorectal cancer this year, and, of those per-
sons diagnosed, more than 56,000 will die
from the disease. Colorectal cancer takes
such a deadly toll because it usually has no
identifiable symptoms and often goes unde-
tected until it is too late to treat.

Our most effective weapon in defeating
colorectal cancer is early detection and treat-
ment. Through a regular screening program
that includes fecal blood testing, periodic
partial or full colon examinations, or both,
health professionals can detect and remove
pre-cancerous polyps before they turn into
cancer. Such cancer screening should be-
come a routine part of preventive health care
for anyone over the age of 50, because the
risk of developing colorectal cancer increases
with age. Individuals with a personal or fam-
ily history of inflammatory bowel disease,
colorectal cancer or polyps, or ovarian,
endometrial, or breast cancer are also at a
higher risk for developing colorectal cancer.

We can draw hope from the progress that
is being made in colorectal cancer research.
The National Cancer Institute of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health recently launched
a large research study to test two of the most
promising drugs to treat colorectal cancer,
and new technologies are giving us more
powerful tools to increase the ease and accu-
racy of colorectal screening. By continuing
to support such research, raising awareness
of risk factors for the disease, promoting the
widespread adoption of regular screening,
and encouraging everyone to exercise regu-
larly, we can save thousands of lives each year

and dramatically reduce the risk of colorectal
cancer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2000 as
National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month. I encourage health care providers,
advocacy groups, policymakers, and con-
cerned citizens across the country to help
raise public awareness of the risks and meth-
ods of prevention of colorectal cancer and
to use the power of our knowledge to defeat
this silent disease.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 1, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 2.

Proclamation 7277—Women’s
History Month, 2000
February 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Last spring, three women astronauts

paused during a shuttle mission to pay hom-
age to the past. Thousands of miles into
space, floating above the floor of the shuttle,
they raised a women’s suffrage banner and
posed for a picture. Astronaut Ellen Ochoa,
a participant in this special tribute and a
member of the President’s Commission on
the Celebration of Women in American His-
tory, said, ‘‘We wanted to show how far
women have come in this century and to
honor the people who fought for our rights.’’
Each year during the month of March, citi-
zens across our country pause to honor the
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many heroes whose diligence and determina-
tion have helped to forge our Nation and en-
able people like Ellen Ochoa and her col-
leagues to soar so high.

Women’s History Month is about high-
lighting the extraordinary achievements of
women throughout our history, while recog-
nizing the equally significant obstacles they
had to overcome along the road to success.
It is about the women who bravely donned
uniforms and fought for our country. It is
about the passion and vision of women edu-
cators like Mary McLeod Bethune, who, with
only $1.50 in her pocket, founded a school
for young black women. It is about the perse-
verance and pioneering spirit of women like
Margaret Chung, the first Chinese American
woman physician, who supported herself
through medical school by washing dishes
and lecturing on China. It is about Alice
Paul’s fight for the vote and Elizabeth Wana-
maker Peratrovich’s campaign to end dis-
crimination against Alaska Natives. It is about
the writings of Zora Neale Hurston, the
paintings of Georgia O’Keeffe, the leadership
of labor organizer Dolores Huerta, and the
trailblazing artistry of photographer Mar-
garet Bourke-White. It is also about the mil-
lions of unsung women whose contributions
have made life better for their families and
their communities.

Inspired by the courageous pioneers who
came before them, women today continue
to shape our Nation’s destiny. Last year, Air
Force Lieutenant Colonel Eileen Collins be-
came the first woman commander of a space
shuttle mission. American violinists Sarah
Chang, Pamela Frank, and Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenberg were the first women to take
home the prestigious Avery Fisher Prize in
its 25-year history. And, in a game attended
by the largest crowd of all time for a women’s
sporting event, the U.S. women’s soccer team
captured the World Cup. Today, 58 women
hold seats in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and 9 women are United States Sen-
ators. More women hold high-level positions
in my Administration than in any other in
history. And in the private sector, women
own nearly 9 million small businesses, em-
ploying millions of Americans and contrib-
uting significantly to the strength of our
economy.

As we honor the past and celebrate the
present, we must also focus on the future.
Our choices today will have an enormous im-
pact on the destiny of our daughters and
granddaughters, our sons and grandsons. We
must rededicate ourselves to forging a society
in which gender no longer predetermines a
person’s opportunities or station in life. We
must shatter the glass ceiling; eradicate wage
discrimination; and ensure that every Amer-
ican has the tools to meet both family and
work responsibilities and to retire in security.
By breaking down the remaining barriers and
opening wide the doors of opportunity, we
can make the future brighter for women and
for all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2000 as
Women’s History Month. I encourage all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and to remember throughout the year the
many contributions of courageous women
who have made our Nation strong.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 1, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 2.

Proclamation 7278—American Red
Cross Month, 2000
February 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
After the great San Francisco earthquake

of 1906, President Theodore Roosevelt asked
his fellow Americans to respond by contrib-
uting to the American Red Cross, ‘‘the only
organization chartered and authorized by


